Item 17f

Tree Board Minutes

May 12, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM with Wes Davis, John Damren, Anthony Maciel,
and Tracy Hodge present. John Joseph came late. The previous minutes were approved.

Damren and Maciel updated the board about the Recreation Commission’s work at the
Reservoir.

We still do not have a teacher contact at Hall-Dale for the students in community project.

There is still no word about how the City Council will proceed with the Forest Management
Plan.

The Conservation Commission is taking the lead on the invasives control at the Reservoir.
There was a short discussion about planting PJM rhododendrons to discourage invasives.

The Maine State Arbor Day Recognition is scheduled for May 25t at 1:00. Wes Davis,
George Lapointe, John Damrenand Tracy Hodge plan to attend.

There have been some changes to the Day of Caring since our last meeting. li will still be
June 9t at 8:30, but we will have middle school students and for a full school day. We expect
that the Japanese Knotweed will be an ideal size for the students to clear.

The rest of the meeting was spent discussing the bank above the Last Crane Standing at
Granite City Park. There are still a few Junipers left of the original plantings there but most
of the area had grown up with unwelcome greenery. A group of volunteers cleared that out
during our Earth Day observation in the park and now Rosemary Presnar and John Joseph
are spearheading efforts to replant. John’s grandson has volunteered to find laborers among
his friends and Rosemary is looking for a budget. The Conservation Commission might not
have much of their budget left but they should know by the end of the week. The Tree
Board might have funds. Wes will check with the City Treasurer. If the funds are available,
plantings will have to be selected and sourced. John would like to plant them May 30th.

All pressing business having been concluded, the board voted to adjourn shortly after 7:00.
Our next meeting will be June 9, 2026 at 6:30.



