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CITY OF HALLOWELL
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HALLOWELL, MAINE 04347

PLANNING BOARD

Proposed Climate Resiliency Partnership Grant Application
City of Hallowell — Ordinance Review & Update Project

Many of Hallowell’s ordinances were adopted incrementally over time and not written with today’s
climate challenges in mind. As extreme weather events, flooding risks, and infrastructure pressures
increase, municipalities are encouraged to proactively update local ordinances.

Completing a review before codification with eCode provides several benefits:
e Ensures the codified ordinance is clear, consistent, and up to date
e Integrates climate resilience measures into land use and development standards
e Reduces future legal and administrative conflicts
e Improves usability and transparency for residents, staff, and developers

By completing ordinance review and amendments prior to codification, the City can avoid duplicating
work and create strong, consistent regulatory framework that supports long-term community resilience.

The project would include:

e Comprehensive review of existing ordinances

e Identification of gaps, contradictions, outdated language and opportunities for improvement

e Recommend amendments addressing flooding, stormwater, energy, transportation, and land use
resilience

e Recommend any amendments required to bring Hallowell into compliance with state laws

e Coordination with staff, boards, and public stakeholders to ensure amendments match community
priorities

e Preparation of finalized ordinance language for codification with eCode

Proposed Timeline
e Spring-Summer 2026: Grant application, grant award, and project kickoff
o The intention is to apply for a Community Resiliency Partnership grant for the ordinance
revisions
o Also note that the City will be applying for a grant of 815,000 from HOP (Housing
Opportunity Program) to complete necessary revisions for new housing legislation. The
grant application is in the spring and work will take place on amendments in the Summer
and Fall of 2026
Summer-Fall 2026: Stakeholder engagement and work on housing amendments
Fall-Winter 2026: Ordinance audit and continued stakeholder engagement
Winter-Spring 2027: Draft amendments and review with stakeholders
Summer-Fall 2027: Adoption of updates

Note that eCode has been flexible and could take completed sections of the ordinance to codify as we
continue working on amendments.

Hallowell Ordinance Review & Update Project



