
Tree Board Minutes 

March 10, 2026 

Chairman Wes Davis called the meeting to order after waiting a few minutes to see if another 

member would arrive. Besides Wes Bill Allen, John Damren, and Tracy Hodge were present. 

The first item of business was a last-minute addition to the agenda, a visit from Sean O’Connell. 

Sean is the Regional Manager for ReTree US and he requested some time to tell the board about 

his organization’s work planting fruit tree orchards all over New England. Most of the orchards 

are on school properties and are planted and cared for in partnerships with school groups .The 

board did not see that this option called for any action on our part. Sean also told us about 

Morton Arboretum and their ArbNet, which is a worldwide network of arboreta. Sean thought 

that Granite City Park could be accredited as a Level 1 arboretum and become part of the 

network of arboreta, with all of their history and knowledge. The members present were 

intrigued by the notion, but we will have to bring it before more members. Obtaining 

accreditation will require some effort and perhaps some expense. We have Sean’s contact details. 

ReTree can be found on the web at retree.us and ArbNet is at Arb.net. 

The board could not think of any actions we can take in support of the Forest Management Plan. 

We will wait for the City Council to contact us. 

Hilary Neckles reports that the Conservation Commission has engaged Harold Burnette for a 

short invasive weed survey and control review at the Res in the coming weeks. Tree Board 

members are welcome. Some of us have not met Harold. 

There were no updates on the shoreland protection project. 

There were no updates on Arbor Day activities, but Wes did inform us that this will be the 50
th

 

observance of Arbor Day. 

2026 Project Canopy Grants have not been announced. 

There is still snow in Granite City Park so no action is required there until we meet with 

Hallowell Public Works. 

The last item was the result of a communication, from a concerned citizen, about Emerald Ash 

Borer. He thinks he has it on his property and is wondering if there are control options and if the 

city will help pay for them. Wes will advise them to contact a professional arborist and the City 

Manager. 

This meeting adjourned a little late due to the presentation from Sean O’Connell. Our next 

meeting is April 14, 2026. Hopefully it will be Spring but, nevertheless, there will be much to 

discuss. 
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