
Sharon Anglin Treat, Attorney at Law  
Kristin L. Aiello, Attorney at Law 

167 Water Street 
Hallowell, Maine 04347 

207-248-6055 
satreat@gmail.com - kristin@aiellolawmaine.com  

 
George Lapointe, Mayor 
Hallowell City Councilors 
City of Hallowell 
1 Winthrop Street  
Hallowell, ME 04347 
(via email)  
 
Board of Trustees 
Hallowell Water District  
52 Winthrop St. 
Hallowell Maine 04347   
(via email) 
 
Re: Evaluation of PFAS Cost-Recovery Options 
 
Dear Mayor Lapointe, Hallowell City Councilors and Water District Board of Trustees: 
 
We appreciate the work that our city has undertaken to address our serious PFAS contamination 
problems, and we recognize that this is a complex issue involving regulatory and statutory 
standards, public communication, infrastructure planning, and fiscal constraints. 
 
As remediation and long-term treatment options are evaluated and undertaken, we write to ask 
whether the City (and/or the Hallowell Water District) has explored potential legal avenues to 
recover cleanup and treatment costs from responsible manufacturers or upstream contributors. 
 
The problem we face is not of the City's making but can be traced back to PFAS manufacturers 
who have long known of the harmful and long-lasting consequences of PFAS contamination and 
exposure. Municipalities in Maine and across the country have pursued cost-recovery litigation 
against manufacturers seeking compensation for costs and harm related to PFAS contamination. 
These actions include participation in multidistrict litigation or independent actions seeking 
reimbursement for treatment infrastructure, monitoring expenses, and long-term operational costs. 
We expect that in some instances, such actions are undertaken on a contingency basis, minimizing 
upfront expense to the municipality.  It is our understanding that earlier litigation in other states 
has resulted in significant settlements. 
 
In this context, we ask for clarification on whether the City or Water District has conducted an 
evaluation of potential litigation or participation in existing PFAS recovery actions? If so, could 
you provide a high-level update on the status of that evaluation? If not, does the City anticipate 
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undertaking such an evaluation? Has there been coordination with the Maine Attorney General’s 
Office of other affected Maine municipalities regarding a joint approach? 
 
Our interest is to ensure that Hallowell is fully informed about all available tools to mitigate 
financial impact on residents and ensure safe public drinking water. Residents’ bills for water and 
sewer treatment are already high. Treatment infrastructure, long-term filtration, monitoring, and 
compliance costs are significant, even with the continued availability of federal grants. Residents 
are currently experiencing the personal burden of filling, transporting and storing water jugs with 
PFAS-free water from the public tap, or have paid for household filtration systems at their own 
expense.  Exploring cost-recovery legal options could help reduce this burden on ratepayers. 
 
We look forward to your response to our inquiry and would also welcome the opportunity for this 
topic to be discussed at a public meeting so residents may better understand the City’s strategy 
moving forward. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/  Sharon Anglin Treat    
Sharon Anglin Treat 
Attorney at Law  
 
 
/s/ Kristin L. Aiello    
Kristin L. Aiello 
Attorney at Law  
 
 
Sent via email: 
 
Hallowell City Council: 
Mayor George D. Lapointe - mayor@hallowellmaine.org  
Walter F. McKee -  atlarge1@hallowellmaine.org  
Scott A. Cooper - atlarge2@hallowellmaine.org  
Karen M.T. Knox - ward1@hallowellmaine.org  
Michael V. Frett - ward2@hallowellmaine.org  
Benjamin M. Gagnon - ward3@hallowellmaine.org  
Danielle Obery - ward4@hallowellmaine.org  
Lauren M. McPherson - ward5@hallowellmaine.org 
 
Ross McLellan, City Manager -  citymanager@hallowellmaine.org  
 
Hallowell Water District Board of Trustees: 
Keith Taylor - trustee1@hallowellwaterDistrict.com   
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Pat Gilbert -  trustee2@hallowellwaterDistrict.com   
Rosemary Presnar - trustee3@hallowellwaterDistrict.com   
  
Zach Lovely, Superintendent -  zlovely@hallowellwaterdistrict.com  
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