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Hallowell All Age-Friendly Committee Meeting Minutes January 14, 2025
Hallowell Fire Department Training Room

Attending: John Bastey, Jacqui Clark, Mike Frett, Karen Knox, Zach Lovely;
Superintendent of the Hallowell Water District, Bob Mclintire, Anna Pellerin; Healthy
Communities of the Capital Area (HCCA), Rosemary Presnar, Courtney Whiteny;
HCCA, Sarah Young; HCCA.

1. There were no changes to the minutes of the December 11, 2025, meeting.

2. Locations for future meetings. Sarah offered the HCCA conference room in the
Hallowell House. Welcome to Anna, Courtney and Sarah from Healthy Communities of
the Capital Area. Anna is the Substance Use Prevention Coordinator and also co-
facilitates the Kennebec County Youth Advisory Board with representatives from
schools across the county. Courtney coordinates the Healthy Eating Active Living
(HEAL) program and also works with the Youth Advisory Board. Sarah is the Tobacco
Treatment Coordinator and supports tobacco prevention work. They provided a plethora
of information about the HCCA programs. More information can be found at the
organization website http://www.hccame.org

3. AARP Community Challenge Grant January 2026 — Briefly Community-based
nonprofit organizations and local governments are eligible to apply. Each year's grant
cycle begins when applications open in January. Applications are due in March.
Selected grantees are announced in June. All funded projects need to be completed by
year's end.

Karen and others are working on a grant proposal to install traffic calming interventions
on streets coming into Hallowell specifically Second Street coming from Augusta and
Middle Street coming from Hallowell Litchfield Road. There will be a meeting on
February 10" in the City Hall Auditorium beginning at 6PM to gather information for the
grant writing process.

4. Reports on recent/upcoming events
Legislative Calendar - Tuesday, January 20, 2026 and February 3, the Maine
Council on Aging sponsors a “Lunch and Learn” sessions in the State House
Room 334 from 11:00AM until 1:30PM.

Spectrum Generations is having a monthly series of volunteer information
sessions at the Choen Center. The February session is the 2" from 11AM until
12PM and will focus on nutrition counseling and education. Call the Cohen Center
at (207) 626-7777 to register.
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5. RSU 2 — HallDale High School student involvement — John and Mike will be following
up with Superintendent Rick Amero and his leadership team about ways of involving
students in Hallowell government and community initiatives. Sarah encouraged them, to
include Kelly Byron, kbyron@kidsrsu.org, the educational liaison for RSU2.

6. Water Buddy and the Water District. Zach reported that the Water District continues
the filtration system design process with hopes of issuing an RFP for the filtration
project in the spring. He noted that with recent grants the district has been awarded
customers will benefit from a filtration system valued at over $10,000,000 for an
investment of only $2,000,000. He is working to make sure the PFAS Free faucet is in
good operating condition. The Water District is working with a public relations firm to
improve communication with customers.

Karen and Mike reported that the City Council is sending a letter to the Water District
suggesting that a shelter be installed protecting the PFAS-free faucet. Others have
asked for a shelf of some kind to support containers when filling. Karen said comments
during the City Council meeting noted that owners of rental properties, especially those
receiving Section 8 support, were responsible to provide PFAS-free water.

Information about the Water Buddy program will be provided for the Conservation
Commission email newsletter to be distributed the first of next week. People willing to
be a Water Buddy should email hallowellagefriendly@gmail.com People who need a
Water Buddy can call 207-623-9151 or email zlovely@hallowellwaterdistrict.com

6. Howard Hill — Trail for Everyone- Rosemary provided an update on the effort to
develop an accessible trail on Howard Hill Historical Park in Augusta and Effie Berry
Conservation Area in Hallowell. The first phase will include a ~4,800’ loop built from the
future Ganneston Dr. parking lot to the Howard Hill capitol overlook and back to the
parking lot. The city of Augusta is in the permitting process for the construction of the
parking lot which will serve as a staging for the construction of the trail. It will also likely
include a ~1000’ spur to the lower Capitol vista. The second phase will be a ~2,500’ trail
connecting the phase 1 loop with Hallowell via the Effie Berry Conservation Area at the
trailhead at Stevens Commons. About three quarters of $1.5 million dollar cost of the
project is in place. The focus now is on raising the community support from individuals,
businesses and foundations.

There are three hikes planned for the area; a “spring” hike on February 22, a birding
hike in May 3 and a geology hike on August 19 which coincides with the annual meeting
to be held this year at the Vaughan Homestead.

7. Champion Spring 2026 Issue — Copy deadline is the end of February. Publication
and distribution will be the third week in March.

8. Challenges of transportation — Bob has been in contact with Duane Scott, Augusta
Age Friendly Committee, and Lynn Kidd and SEARCH/Catholic Charities regarding the
possibility of launching a volunteer ride sharing program for the Capital area.

9. The meeting adjourned at 11:40AM. Next meeting is February 11, 2025.
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