
 

PERSONNEL, HEALTH, TRANSPORTATION, AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  

 

January 7, 2026 Meeting 

 

 The Committee met on January 7, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.  Councilors and Committee members 

Karen Knox and Ben Gagnon were in attendance.  Laura McPherson was absent.  Kristin Aiello 

and Rosemary Presnar attended as well. 

 

PFAS 

 

 The first topic that was addressed was what steps, if any, the City should take with respect 

to the PFAS presence in Hallowell water.  The Committee recognized that the Hallowell Water 

District is its own independent entity over which the City does not have direct control.  While the 

Mayor appoints the Trustees, that is the only “control” that the City has with respect to the Water 

District. 

 

 After some discussion, there was consensus that there are two critical areas where the City 

can engage on the PFAS issue.  The first is basic communication. At this time, the City website 

does not contain any information concerning the PFAS levels in the water.  The City Facebook 

page does not contain any of that information either.  At a bare minimum, the City should post 

information on the City website and the City Facebook page that reflects the current levels of PFAS 

in the water as reported by the Water District.   

 

 There was also some discussion about whether Hallowell restaurants and bars should be 

providing notice to their customers about the PFAS levels in the water.  Because of the potentially 

controversial nature of this approach, the Committee decided that it would simply indicate that this 

was a possible step and that the full Council should discuss this and provide notice to the 

restaurants and bars to respond to that possible proposal. 

 

 The Committee considered additional communication, including City communication to 

the Water District requesting that the Water District provide PFAS information to new customers. 

Since there is a process for transferring Water District accounts for new customers, this would be 

an optimal time to provide notice to the new customer who might not know about the PFAS levels.  

 

 The Committee also discussed City communication with the Water District requesting that 

the spigot area have some sort of structure over or around it so that it was in an area protected from 

the elements and that would provide better accessibility.  Asking the Water District to also post a 

notice at the spigot about assistance for those who are having difficulty transporting water would 

also be something to consider. 

 

 

Item 14d 
 



Finally, the Committee discussed requesting having Zach Lovely appear at the next Council 

meeting to discuss the process the Water District undertook to determine that their current plan 

was the best one in terms of efficacy and cost.  

 

TRAFFIC CALMING 

 

 Councilor Knox updated the Committee with respect to the grant that she is pursuing to 

address traffic calming. She is working with great diligence to put the grant application together 

in advance of the March 4, 2026 deadline. She is planning on having a community forum to bring 

a variety of people together to get community input that she can reflect in the application. She 

would like the Council’s vote of support for that process. 

 

 Given all of this, here are the action items: 

 

1. Council approval of PFAS information on City website and Facebook page. 

2. Council consideration of inviting bar and restaurant owners to provide input on whether 

they should provide notice of PFAS levels to customers. 

3. Council approval of City communication to the Water District requesting that the Water 

District provide notice to new customers of PFAS levels; requesting the Water District to 

provide information at the spigot about the availability of assistance for those having 

difficulty transporting water from the spigot to a person’s home; and requesting that the 

Water District build some structure around and about the spigot to protect it from the 

elements and enhance accessibility. 

4. Council approval to support a community forum for traffic calming.  

 

 

Walt McKee 


