
Hallowell Tree Board Minutes 

October 14, 2025 

 

The meeting got under way with Wes Davis, Ellen Gibson, John Damren, Anthony Maciel, and 

Tracy Hodge present. Bill Allen joined us later. The previous meeting’s minutes were approved. 

There was no Recreation Commission update. 

 

Tracy Hodge has been sworn in and is now an official Tree Board member. Welcome, Tracy. 

 

There has been no official word from the City Council about the Forest Management Plan. 

 

Wes Davis was interviewed about the Shoreland Protection Grant. The next meeting of the 

working group is scheduled for tomorrow. 

 

Tree Census Grant – The board has finished work on adding the Tree Board trees to the tree layer 

of the city GIS map. Wes has the paperwork from the City Clerk, but he needs help from them to 

create a file for the final report to the state. The grant will not cover all of our programming 

costs, so $4,000.00 will probably come from our budget. 

 

Granite City Park – We had 13 volunteers for our October 4
th

 work day. We planted 30 White 

Cedar seedlings, mulched the bushes and Hostas on the bank, and cleared Knotweed. Wes will 

ask Rosemary Presnar to alert the people on her list of volunteers that we will hold another work 

day October 25
th

. There is still mulching to be done , and the Knotweed has had a chance to grow 

back. There may still be work to be done in the pollinator garden. We are still looking for an 

opportunity to meet with Tom Goraj of Hallowell Public Works to discuss the erosion problem in 

the park. Ellen Gibson would like to have some sort of shelter in the park. She will get back to us 

with a design. 

 

With regard to the invasive vines and other growth on the fence at the Dog Park, the board will 

suggest that the dog owners and volunteers set up a date to work on it, and Tree Board members 

will try to make themselves available. 

 

Tree City USA – The city’s application is due in December. John Damren will make a start on it. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40. Next month’s meeting is the 11
th

, Veterans Day. 
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