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Meeting Minutes August 13, 2025 held at the Hallowell Fire Department Training Room
and via Zoom.

Attending: John Bastey, Jacqui Clark, Alison Linscott (Spectrum Generations), Fire
Chief Jim Owens, Maggie Warren

Minutes provided by Jacqui.

1. We approved the minutes from the July meeting. Thank you to Bob Mclntire for
managing the agenda and the notes. Even being absent from this meeting did not
stop him from providing support and organizational skills!

2. Considering locations and time for future meetings: we believe it’s in the best
interest of our community if the All Age-Friendly Committee rotates locations for
outpatient accessibility. We are suggesting that our next meeting might be at Granite
Hill in September 10th at 10:30. Asking Bob Mclintire to check with our contact
people at Granite Hill see if we would be welcome at that day. Alison from Spectrum
Generations will check with Shawn at Cohen Center to see if we could be at the
Cohen Center for our November 12 meeting. We affirm the 10:30 AM timeslot
continues to be convenient. NOTE: The Cohen Center is confirmed for the
November meeting.

UPDATE — Maggie Shannon, a resident of the Granite Hill Estates is working with
Jen Baldwin, the Executive Director, and Heather Preston-Weeks, the Resident
Engagement Director, to arrange a meeting date. Maggie thinks that after the first of
the New Year would probably be best.

3. Reports on recent and upcoming events:

a. The “Old Hallowell day” table was staffed largely by John B. There were lots
of visitors and swag given away. We noted that most of the swag was from
AARP. We would like a future agenda to discuss other items, partners or
information to offer to our community. We would like to have a sign for the Old
Hallowell Day, or other events we attend, with the “Age Friendly Hallowell”
logo. This might help to attract attention when we are present! We remember
several years ago at OHD when we had the blender bike! It was an
entertaining attention draw! We find this to be a valuable event to present Age
Friendly Hallowell.

NOTE: The display featured a customer tablecloth provided by AARP
identifying Hallowell as an Age-Friendly community
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b. Art Walk is planned for August 30. We have asked Alison to ask the Cohen
Center to help promote this event. Jacqui or Bob will look for art walk posters
to bring up to the Cohen center.

NOTE: Art Walk poster emailed to Shawn

c. The Repair Café might need a new location. We would like to stay in touch
with Hilary to support her efforts. We would also like the fire blankets and the
smoke detector program to be represented at the Repair Café, if that is
acceptable to them. (This is also reviewed in another agenda item.)

4. Review of The Champion budget and options: We acknowledge that the Champion
might need to be reduced to 12 pages. We hope that the type font is not reduced in
size to include more stories. Brainstorming other possible partners: Community
Housing of Maine, and Granite Hill Estates. We acknowledge the existing Publishing
Partners and appreciate their support and participation. They include the City of
Hallowell, Spectrum Generations, University of Maine at Augusta, Vaughan
Homestead, Hallowell Area Board of Trade, and The Hallowell Water District. We
hope that they continue to do so.

5. Fire Blankets: There are 30 more fire blankets for distribution. We offer these for
donation only. However, we hope that people can offer $20 as a donation which
would offset our costs. In addition to the Repair Café as a place to promote these
fire blankets, we would like to ask Granite Hill Estates and the Cohen Center to put a
poster and a sign-up sheet in a visible location. Bob and Jacqui should report back
at our next meeting to see if distribution has improved.

6. The Friendship Bench/listening bench: We are excited to report that there are kits
available at Rusticator’s, and Wrapped Up for volunteers to set up a bench. We also
acknowledge that we have each been hesitant to open a bench time! This is only
partly because of the beastly hot weather. We have agreed that we will email one
another if we are going to set up the bench and will report back to each other how
the events went. We hope that this encourages our bravery! We would also like to
seek artists to draw on our blackboards with the chalk. We think it could be a
conversation starter to have the blackboards be more attractive than we individually
might be able to make.

7. Water Buddy program: Bob indicated that he will be sending out notes about this to
the Cotton Mill and the Stevens Commons residences. So, we have not yet officially
been signing up buddies. However, several of us are informally offering this to
people that we know need help getting water from the water district spigot. We
believe the spigot at the water district needs some help. The bottle becomes quite
heavy as they are filling. Some elders and people with disabilities might find it too
difficult to hold the gallon jug. Some of us are using half gallon jugs so that they are
easier to manage. We would like to suggest to the Water District that they put a
bench or possibly a folding shelf underneath the spigot. We also believe that more
posters about the Water Buddy service could be distributed around town.
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8. Smoke detector program: Chief Owen attended our meeting for a while in order to
discuss this. He reported about a fire that happened some years ago, where he
personally had visited the residence months before a fire and had given them a
smoke detector. The residents and the chief acknowledge that the smoke detector
saved the lives of everyone in that building when it caught on fire. He is willing to
work with the Red Cross and the Augusta contact person to promote the free smoke
detector program. He will also write an article about his experience with how the
smoke detector saved a family. October is Fire Safety Month which makes this a
very timely article for the Champion!

9. Transportation: although this is an ongoing problem for many people in our
community, we do not believe that this is something that we can address or
coordinate. However, the SEARCH program offered by Catholic Charities is still
advertising it services for Kennebec County. Opportunities to volunteer as well as
opportunities to use transportation or, we assume, available through search. The
phone number is 207-530-0137.

Next Meeting: Wednesday September 10" at 10:30 AM — probably at the Fire
Department Training Room



