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The Spirit of America Foundation was formed in the early 1990’s to recognize volunteerism in 
Maine’s communities; volunteerism that gets things done, brings people together to common 
purpose, and strengthens the foundation of our community and state.  The combination of care for 
our communities and citizens, our cities, and the soul and history that makes Maine a great place is 
one of the things that keeps hope strong in uncertain times. 

I am pleased to confer the 2025 Hallowell, Maine Spirit of America Foundation honors on Vision 
Hallowell for their community service and volunteerism.  Vision Hallowell is a Maine Downtown 
Affiliate Program under the Maine Development Center.  Vision Hallowell is an all volunteer non-
profit organization created in 2019 to support and promote the City of Hallowell's historic 
downtown. 

Several Vision Hallowell efforts make them, in my mind, worthy of the Spirit of America Award.  
Vision Hallowell marshalled non-government efforts to assist Hallowell business owners and 
individuals after the devastating December 2023 Kennebec River Flood.  Working with Hallowell 
Pride Alliance and others, they held art auctions, took direct donations, and hosted the 2024 Mardi 
Gras FUNdraiser party and dance. These efforts raised a total of $18,674.69 to help those impacted 
by the flood, which was matched by City of Hallowell funding. 

Another role Vision Hallowell serves to enhance our community is a partner with groups such as 
The All-age Friendly Committee, The Arts and Culture Committee, and Hallowell Heart & Soul. 
Working with Vision Hallowell, these groups and others have secured monies which serve Hallowell 
by providing public input to the Comprehensive Plan, support publication of the Champion, made 
possible The Granite Symposium, as well as improvements for Granite City Park and procurement 
of public art such as the Cart Mural, granite sculptures, and currently the petroglyph project at 
Vaughan Field. This year, they again partnered with the Hallowell Pride Alliance for the Mardi Gras 
FUNDraiser party with the funds raised going to the Family Violence Partnership.   

The Vision Hallowell Board of Directors includes: 

Sam Joyall, President 
Maureen AuCoin, Vice-President 

Devin Cook, Treasurer 
Cam Dufty, Secretary 

Karen Knox, Immediate Past President 
Ryan Gordon 

John Bastey, Emeritus 

Their “can do” spirit and promotion of downtown Hallowell is worthy of Spirit of America 
recognition.  To honor this group of people for their vision, hard work, and coordination of many 
interests in Granite City Park, the following resolution is offered: 

 

 

 

 



Resolution 02-25-R 

2025 Spirit of America Award 
Whereas, Vision Hallowell was established in 2019 as a Maine Downtown Affiliate to promote all 
aspects of downtown Hallowell, and  

Whereas, Vision Hallowell showed their hard work and volunteer spirit in raising over $18,000 in 
non-government funds to assist individuals and businesses in recovering from the devastating 
December 2023 Kennebec River flood.  These funds were matched with City of Hallowell funds for 
an overall impact of raising $35,000 for flood relief; and 

Whereas, Vision Hallowell acts as a partner to other Hallowell community efforts such as the All-
age Friendly Committee, The Arts and Culture Committee, and Hallowell Heart & Soul, which 
enhances the ability of these groups to further their missions in Hallowell. 

Now Therefore Be it Resolved by the Hallowell City Council that the 2025 Spirit of America award 
be conferred on Vision Hallowell. 
 
Read and adopted by the City of Hallowell on this Twelfth day of May in the year Two Thousand and 
Twenty-Five. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS: 
 
 
_________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ 
George Lapointe Walter McKee Scott Cooper Karen Knox 
Mayor Councilor at Large Councilor at Large Councilor, Ward 1 
 
_________________________ _________________________ _________________________ _________________________ 
Michael V. Frett Benjamin Gagnon Danielle Obery  Lauren McPherson 
Councilor, Ward 2 Councilor, Ward 3 Councilor, Ward 4 Councilor, Ward 5 

 


