Item 20d

Property, Public Lands & Transportation Committee Meeting
March 31, 2025

City Hall, Council Chambers

Time Commenced: 6:03pm

Time Ended: 6:56pm

Attending: Councilor Michael V. Frett (Chair); Councilor Karen Knox;
Councilor Scott Cooper; Public Works Supervisor, Tom Goraj

Audience: Dafydd Holbrook-Pronvost; John McNaughton

At it's March 10, 2025 meeting, Dafydd Holbrook-Pronvost, requested that the City Council support his
neighborhood group's (Strong Towns Hallowell) intention of seeking a grant, for the installation of a
Traffic Calming treatment option, in the area of Central and Hillcrest Streets, Hallowell, Maine. The
matter was referred to this Committee for its review and recommendation. The Chair invited Mr.
Holbrook-Pronvost to give a brief account of the circumstances, which he believes, warrants traffic
calming. He stated that area school children cross Central Street near Hillcrest Street, on their way to
a wooded path, which they walk through to Hall-Dale's Elementary School, located off Winthrop Street.
There are no crossing markers at this location and Central Street doesn't have any sidewalks. Radar
speed checks, taken by his group, has shown average traffic speeds of 43mph, along this stretch of road,
posted at 25mph. Speed checks were conducted of east and westbound traffic along Central Street,
though westbound is of greater concern.

The Committee next engaged Mr. Holbrook-Pronvost in a discussion on the various Traffic Calming
methods. This was assisted with input from the City's Public Works Supervisor, Tom Goraj, and Mr.
John McNaughton, an attending citizen, from whom the Chair solicited input. It was agreed the project
would incorporate graduated painted bars on the roadway, caution signage at the east and west ends of
the area, and the area speed limit highlighted in several places. The Committee considered liability
concerns associated with citizens performing the work, and decided the City's DPW staff would carry-
out the work, with labor costs coming from the group's grant. Funds from the grant would also go to
cover the paint and signage, as needed. Mr. Holbrook-Pronvost supported this assessment and agreed to
confer with the City's DPW supervisor, before his group submitted their grant request.

The Chair next heard a motion from Councilor Cooper that the Committee recommend supporting the
Strong Towns Hallowell's grant application, including the 364 foot of markings in each direction, the
warning signs and recommendation for a speed limit of 20mph, exclusive of the delineators. The
motion was seconded by Councilor Knox, and unanimously passed by the full Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael V. Frett, Chair
Property, Public Lands & Transportation Committee



