Item 12b

Historic Hallowell Committee
Meeting Minutes Wednesday, January 15, 2025
Hubbard Free Library

Attending: Jill Lectka John Bastey, Sarah Lucas, Annie Jirkovsky, Bob Mclntire

1. Minutes for the December 18, 2024 were reviewed. Jill noted that she was willing to present a
program on researching the history of homes using the Kennebec Country Registry of Deeds and
not genealogy.

2. Intros and Updates — The Friends of the Hubbard will be doing a major basement cleaning a
reorganization the middle of February. Once that work is complete the reorganization of the archive
room can be undertaken.

3. City Properties — Old Town Hall/ Fire Station — The City Council will take up the issuing of a
request for proposals on the sale of the building at its February meeting.

4. School connections — curriculum — No connection yet.

5. Hallowell Gold Rush — Ron — Bob suggests contacting Jim Owens for possible article in the
Kennebec Historical Society Kennebec Current. A Back Page article for the spring issue of The
Champion will highlight the Hallowell connection to the California Gold Rush.

6. Hubbard cataloging — artifacts, photographs — Sarah has started scanning selected postcards in
the Hubbard collection.

7. History Center Repository/Vaughan Street School— next steps continue organizing and
cataloging Webber and Mahoney Collections — Earle and Bob met with relatives of A.F. Morse
last month at the Hubbard. The sisters, Ellen Ridley and Pamela Keenan, have been transcribing
letters and diaries from their grandmother who was Morse’s granddaughter. They met with Bob
at the Vaughan Street School on January 8" to explore the artifacts and documents from the
Morse that were given to Earle by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hawkins. Mrs. Hawkins, too, was a
descendent of A.F. Morse. The sisters had first visited the A.F. Morse home on Academy Street
now owned by Erica and Chris Asch.

8. Historic Hallowell Website — Exhibits — Hallowell in Stereographic Pictures — The committee
approved the proposal from Brian Ayotte of $1760 to rebuild the website and add the
Stereographic Picture exhibit. Jill will check the balance in the committee account. Bob suggested
asking the contributors to the Museum in the Streets project to support the updating.

9. Museum in the Streets — Bob will attend the Board of Trade Annual meeting on February 19" to
ask for some support for updating the Historic Hallowell website. The Board of Trade funded the
initial development of the site.

10.  Annie reports that relative of Duke Dulac contributed more photographs from Hallowell
High School.

Next meeting will be Wednesday, February 19, 2025 at 4:00PM at the Library.



