
Hallowell Tree Board Minutes 

January 14, 2025 

 

Meeting began at 6:40 with Wes Davis, Ellen Gibson and John Damren present. Bill 

Allen came later. 

Tree City recertification application due – John Damren will try to make a start. 

Forest management plan – The Tree Board has a plan made with forester Harold 

Burnette, which was never enacted. Mayor George Lapointe attended the last Tree 

Board meeting to discuss getting it enacted. He sees our forest land as a valuable 

resource, and would like to maintain or increase its value in the future as well as 

monetize culling to provide funding for parks and other public properties. As to getting it 

passed, he hopes to use an upcoming workshop for new City Councilors to get them 

interested in the plan. 

Granite City Park (GCP) – HPW did not find the time to do much work on erosion 

control in the Fall. Wes Davis, or possibly John Joseph, will contact Tom Goraj to see 

what his plans are for this Spring. Meanwhile, the Tree Board and volunteers will mulch 

the trees, cut invasives, and continue planting.  

The Tree Board is planning to apply for another Project Canopy Grant. We will probably 

use it to continue planting trees and shrubs in GCP, although there has been little 

discussion. 

We already have a grant for this year. This grant will initially allowus to locate, on a GIS 

map, all of the trees the board has planted around the city, over the years. Wes Davis 

has met with Adam West of CAI Technologies, who is constructing a data base layer for 

use starting this Spring. He hopes to have a template for us to see at our February 

meeting. We hope, eventually, to have a training on the city’s GIS device for board 

members and volunteers. 

In other business, Ellen Gibson wanted to discuss the purchase of tree seedlings for 

this year’s Old Hallowell Day. No one was happy with the condition of last year’s 

giveaways. The number of suppliers has dropped, and she wants to spend more time 

shopping this year. Board members will be on the lookout for opportunities. Next 

meeting is February 11, 2025 at 6:30. 
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