Item 9.1
Cronin Square Condominium Association
116-118 Second Street
Hallowell, Maine 04347

November 26, 2024

City of Hallowell

City Council/Property and Public Lands Committee
1 Winthrop Street

Hallowell, Maine 04347

Re: Parking Lease with the City of Hallowell
Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are all of the unit owners in the Cronin Square Condominium at 116-118 Second Street. We are writing about the
extension of the Condominium Association’s lease with the City, which was an item on the Council meeting agenda for
November 12, 2024.

The leased land is improved with a parking structure constructed and maintained at the expense of the Association,
containing five parking bays. Three of the five units depend entirely on the structure for parking and a fourth uses the
structure. No year-round street parking is available in the vicinity of 116-118 Second Street.

The original parking lease was entered into in 1983, with a maximum term (including extensions) ending in 2043. The
lease extensions were apparently not exercised, as a new site lease was entered into in December, 2000. The original
provision of parking was intended partly to promote the rehabilitation of the historic buildings constituting the
Condominium (see Kennebec County Registry Book 2617, Page 175, reciting City desire of “encouraging the restoration
and economic redevelopment of...Second Street”).

The original arrangements contemplated municipal recreational use of the parcel. The nature of this use is unclear, but
has not been asserted in recent memory. The Association has never objected to such use.

In addition to having constructed the structure, the Association maintains and insures it, pays taxes on it, and has further
kept the other Condominium buildings and grounds in good repair, including full exterior repainting of the 116 Second
Street building in 2023. The City has, thus, attained its restoration goal, and the Association has upheld its obligations
under the lease.

All of the current residents of the Condominium acquired their units long after the lease arrangements were made and
some were unaware of the lease. The current use has continued for over forty years, and is relied on by unit owners. A
disruption of the lease arrangements will cause hardship both for the unity owners and for the neighborhood: unit
owners lack resources to purchase the lot or to pay a large rent (most units are small, in the 800-900 sf range), and loss
of parking will detract from unit value and ability to sell, and create more crowding of public parking facilities.

For the foregoing reasons, we request the City Council to approve the extension of the parking lease on substantially the
terms put before the Council on November 12.

Respectfully,
Kathryn and Adrian Tew (Unit #1) Priscilla Milnes (Unit #4)
Nathan Collins and Ingrid Fleming (Unit #2) Chelsea Leeman (Unit #5)

Christopher Devlin and Julia Sheridan (Unit #3)



