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CITY OF HALLOWELL 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
 

 

Relating to the Open Space District 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Hallowell that the Revised Code of 

Ordinances, City of Hallowell (1997) is amended as follows: 

 

1. Sections 9-431 through 9-435 shall be amended to read: 

 

SECTION 9-431   PURPOSE (OP) 

 

To further the maintenance of safe and healthful conditions; prevent and control potential water 

pollution sources; protect bird and other wildlife habitat; and conserve vegetative cover, and 

natural beauty. 

To maintain and facilitate the public use of land areas within the City of Hallowell that are 

largely undeveloped and contain sensitive natural resources, wildlife habitat, recreational 

resources, or timber resources, or which contribute toward the scenic character of the 

community. 

 

SECTION 9-432   DESCRIPTION (OP) 

 

The Open Space District (OP) shall generally include the Vaughan Woods, except the land 

areas within 100 feet of Vaughan Brook/Cascade Stream, and an area of land along the 

Litchfield Road between the Turnpike and the residence on the south side of Litchfield Road 

opposite the intersection of Litchfield Road and Middle Street, exclusive of the 100-foot 

Resource Protection District on either side Vaughan Brook/Cascade Stream.  The Open Space 

District shall also generally include the City recreation area, and the Maine Central Railroad 

right-of-way except for the granite shed property. Also included are all publicly-owned land 

within the watershed of Jamie’s Pond generally includes public lands owned by the City, State 

of Maine, or Federal Government, and which are not otherwise included in Residential, 

Business, Downtown or Resource Protection Districts. The OP District may also include certain 

private lands under conservation easement or subject to other deed restrictions or covenants 

ensuring permanent public access to land or water for recreational purposes. 

 

The boundaries of the Open Space District (OP) are shown on the Official Zoning Map. 

 

SECTION 9-433   PERMITTED USES (OP) 

 

Permitted uses in the Open Space District are: 

 

1. Outdoor Conservation; and 

2. Hiking and Skiing Trails. 

1. Low-intensive recreational uses, including but not limited to fishing, hunting, hiking, 

biking, snowmobiling, wildlife study and photography, wild crop harvesting, trapping, 

horseback riding, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing; 

 

Item 8 
 

 

Item 9 
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2. Clearing or removal of vegetation in accordance with the performance standards of Section 

9-416; 

3. Community gardens; 

4. Fire prevention activities; 

5. Motorized vehicular traffic on existing roads; 

6. Natural resource conservation and management practices; 

7. Other recreational or educational uses, activities, or events utilizing existing structures or 

infrastructure and that are allowed by specific procedures or authorized by policies adopted 

by the city; and 

8. Trails, provided they are constructed and maintained so as to reasonably avoid 

sedimentation of water bodies. 

 

SECTION 9-434   CONDITIONAL USES (OP) 

 

Conditional uses in the Open Space District are: 

 

1. Accessory Buildings and Structures; 

2. Campgrounds in accordance with the performance standards provided in Section 9-606; 

3. Essential services; 

34. Municipal Recreational Facilities and Related Structures; 

45. Parking areas associated with recreational or other facilities or infrastructure; and 

56. Timber Harvesting; and 

5. Towers. 

 

SECTION 9-435   NON-PERMITTED USES (OP) 

 

1. No ATVs.   

2. Any use not permitted in Sections 9-433 and 9-434 above. 

 

 

2. Section 9-151 Subsections 112, 124, and 126 shall be amended to read: 

 

112. Municipal recreation facility.  A recreation facility that may include structures, sports 

fields, water access or a public beach, or trails, and which is owned and operated by the 

City of Hallowell, and open to the general public, and may be operated under its own 

specific policies and guidelines. 

 

124. Open space.  Areas that are not otherwise included in Residential, Business, Downtown 

or Resource Protection Districts. 

A. Which is presently used for farming, agriculture, timber harvesting, or which is 

suitable for such use, or 

B. Which because of its nature or location is unsuited for any of the foregoing uses. 

Public and private lands not otherwise included in the Residential, Business, 

Downtown, or Resource Protection Districts, and that provides recreational, 

environmental, or social value to the City of Hallowell. Areas designated as Open Space 

may include: 

 

A. Publicly owned parks, playgrounds, and sports fields; or 
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B. Land legally restricted for the purpose of, or designated by the City to be managed 

for, habitat protection, public recreation, working forest or farmland, or preservation 

of cultural or historic resources. 

 

126. Outdoor conservation.  Non-intensive recreational uses not requiring structures, such as 

hunting, fishing, hiking, snowmobiling, fire prevention activities, wildlife management 

practices, soil and water conservation practices, harvesting of wild crops, and public 

and private parks and recreation areas involving minimal structural development. 

(Natural resources conservation and management practices): 

 

Activities engaged in for the exclusive purpose of managing, sustaining, and protecting 

the health of natural resources such as land, water, soil, plants, fish, and wildlife. 

 

3. Section 9-151 Subsection 187.5 shall be enacted to read: 

 

187.5. Trail: A route or path other than a road, and related facilities, developed and used 

primarily for recreational activities including but not limited to hiking, biking, cross-

country skiing and snowmobiling, or a shared pathway for multiple recreational uses. 

 

 

 

First Reading: November 12, 2024 

Second Reading: ___________________ 

Third Reading: ___________________ 

 

Ordinance No: ___________________ 

Effective Date: ___________________ 

 

 

__________________________ 

City Clerk 


