Item 5

CITY OF HALLOWELL

ONE WINTHROP STREET
HALLOWELL, MAINE 04347

TEL: (207) 623-4021 FAX (207) 621-8317
Web Site: http://hallowell.govoffice.com/

July 26, 2024

Ms. Tina Mullins, Development Program Officer
Business and Community Development | DECD
Cross Office Building; 111 Sewall Street, Augusta, ME 04330

Dear Ms. Mullins:

The City Council of Hallowell voted unanimously to request that the Downtown & Arts Omnibus
Municipal Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District and Development Program (Hallowell Downtown
TIF District) (Figure 1), which was approved by DECD on 14 May 2014, be modified by adding three
parcels to the TIF district as shown on the attached map. These parcels are (1) the Hubbard Free
Library building and property, (2) the Old South Congregational Church building and property, and
(3) the office building and property of the Old South Congregational Church (Figure 2). The Old
South Congregational Church building parcel and office building parcel are listed separately because
they are being sold as separate units.

Additionally, our City Council would like to verify that the sidewalk area on the west side of Second
Street is part of the Downtown TIF District. This is important because maintaining the sidewalks is
seen as an integral part of using the Second Street area as part of Hallowell’s economic development
efforts.

HUBBARD FREE LIBRARY

The request for inclusion of the Hubbard Free Library building and parcel will allow TIF
expenditures to promote the continued improvement of the Hubbard Free Library as an economic
driver in downtown Hallowell with it’s drawing of people to downtown, support of downtown
economic development and promotion efforts, and it’s role as a keystone institution in Hallowell.
The Hubbard Free Library provides many services to Hallowell residents such as lectures and
presentations, availability as a meeting space, and providing computers with internet access to all
who enter the library.

The Hubbard Free Library is an independent 501(c)3 institution which is not part of city
government,



OLD SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

The Old South Congregational Church building and property, and the Old South Congregational
Church office and property have been put on the real estate market by the trustees of the church.
The two properties are unique and there have been a number of parties interested in acquiring the
properties for various uses, some of which appear consistent with the goals of the downtown
TIF, and might benefit from TIF funding as part of the development funds which could assist
with re-purposing either property.

The City of Hallowell understands that the inclusion of these buildings and parcels does not
imply that the use of TIF funds for these parcels can be spent without meeting the criteria of the
overall TIF program and the criteria outlined specifically for the Hallowell Downtown TIF
district.

Please let us know the steps needed for of this requested change to the Hallowell Downtown TIF
district.

Sincerely,

Gary Lamb
City Manager



Department of Economic and Community Development MA' N E.

Municipal Tax Increment Financing District ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
and Development Program

Exhibit C - Map of District Location within Municipality

Figure 2: Three specific parcels requested for addition to the Hallowell Downtown TIF Development
District
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