Item 23

[TOWN LETTERHEAD]

NOTICE OF VIOLATION AND ORDER TO CORRECT
DANGEROUS BUILDING
And
NOTICE OF HEARING
Pursuant to 17 M.R.S. 88§ 2851-2859

November [#], 2024

Mr. Peter Schumacher
[Address line 1]
[Address line 2]

[Interested Party]
[Address line 1]
[Address line 2]

RE: PROPERTY LOCATED AT [ADDRESS], HALLOWELL, MAINE
Dear Mr. Schumacher:

My name is Andy McMullen, and | am the Code Enforcement Officer (the “CEQO”) for the City
of Hallowell (the “City””). Tam writing to you in relation to a building (the “Building”) at
[Address] in Hallowell, and further identified on the City Tax Map [#] as Lot [#] (the
“Property”). The purpose of this Notice is to advise you that | have been instructed by the
Hallowell City Council (the “Council”) to commence the process for declaring the building to be
a nuisance or dangerous as defined in Title 17 M.R.S. § 2851 et seq. (the “Dangerous Building
Statute™). If you do not take immediate corrective action to rectify the situation, the Council
intends to commence Dangerous Building proceedings pursuant to its authority under 17 M.R.S.
§ 2851. Accordingly, this letter also serves as notice to you that the Council will hold a public
hearing on [Hearing Date] at [Hearing Time] at [Hearing Location], pursuant to its authority
under the Dangerous Building Statute.

Violations
The following violations have been observed at the Property:

e Structural Stability — Due to fire damage to the roof, walls, and floor, the Building is at
risk of collapse.

¢ Nuisance Conditions — Neighbors have observed animals living in, and offensive odors
emanating from, the Building.

e [Other violations]



Based on these violations, I believe that the Building meets the definition of a dangerous
building under the Dangerous Building Statute. This notice is to inform you that if you do not
demolish and remove the building by [Date], the Council will have no choice but to initiate
statutory Dangerous Building proceedings against you.

Under the Dangerous Building Statute, the property owner, lessees pursuant to recorded leases or
memoranda of leases, and mortgage / lien holders must be notified of dangerous building
proceedings. This letter is notice to you of the City’s intention to commence the dangerous
building proceedings.

NOTICE OF HEARING

You are hereby notified that the City Council will hold a public hearing at the following time and
location:

[Hearing Date] at [Hearing Time]
[Hearing Location]

At this hearing the Council shall consider and decide whether the Building is dangerous and/or a
nuisance pursuant to the standards enumerated in 17 M.R.S. § 2851. To determine whether a
Building is dangerous under 17 M.R.S. § 2851, the Council shall consider whether the structure
is:

(1) structurally unsafe, unstable or unsanitary;
(2) constitutes a fire hazard,
(3) is unsuitable or improper for the use or occupancy to which it is put;

(4) constitutes a hazard to health or safety because of inadequate maintenance,
dilapidation, obsolescence or abandonment; or

(5) is otherwise dangerous to life or property.

If the Council finds that any of the following factors are present at the Property, then the Council
may determine that the Building constitutes a dangerous building or a nuisance within the
meaning of 17 M.R.S. § 2851 and issue an order directing you to take appropriate remedial
action. Such an order may require corrective action, including, but not limited to, demolition of
the dangerous structures and removal of associated debris. The City may undertake corrective
action on its own if you fail to comply with the mandates of the City Council’s order. The City
may then recover the expense of such corrective action, reasonable attorney fees, and costs by
either (1) imposing a special tax on the Property or (2) instituting a civil action to recover such
expenses.

At the hearing, you will have an opportunity to present testimony and evidence demonstrating
why the Building is not dangerous or a nuisance. You may also be represented by legal counsel
at the hearing should you choose.



If you intend to conduct said demolition and removal by [Date], you may contact me
immediately. If you have any questions about the content of this Notice, please contact me
immediately.

Sincerely,

Andy McMullen

Code Enforcement Officer
City of Hallowell

1 Winthrop Street

Hallowell, ME 04347
Ceo-lpi@hallowellmaine.org
(207) 446-0316

Cc:  Hallowell City Council
Gary Lamb, Town Manager
Amy Tchao, Town Attorney



CITY OF HALLOWELL

One Winthrop Street
Hallowell, Maine 04347

Gary Lamb
City Manager
TEL: (207) 623-4021 x 203
Citymanager@hallowellmaine.org
http://hallowell.govoffice.com

NOTICE OF DANGEROUS BUILDING

Mr. Peter Schumacher
[Address Line 1]
Hallowell, ME 04347

Dear Mr. Schumacher,

It has come to my attention that the building on your property located at [address], Map [#], Lot
[#], in Hallowell, Maine, constitutes a dangerous building or a nuisance within the meaning of 17
M.R.S. § 2851. In May 2023, a portion of the building burned and, as a result, the entire
structure is no longer fit for human habitation. I have viewed the building from the street and
observed extensive structural damage that poses a safety risk. Additionally, neighbors have
complained to the City about animals living in, and odors emanating from, the burned-out
building. Neighbors have also indicated that the unsightly building is affecting their property
values.

Under the dangerous building statute, the City may commence a proceeding to formally adjudge
your building a dangerous or a nuisance building as defined in 17 M.R.S. § 2851(2-A). The City
may then enter your property, abate the nuisance and/or dangerous condition, and recover its
costs from you through a special property tax. See 17 M.R.S. § 2853.

If the dangerous conditions described above persist, I will have no choice but to request that the
City commence a dangerous building proceeding. Accordingly, I order you to contact me

within seven days (7) of receipt of this notice to discuss corrective action.

If I do not hear from you within seven days, or if you refuse to take corrective action in a timely
manner, [ will request a dangerous building proceeding.

Sincerely,

Gary Lamb
City Manager



