
Larry Davis 

123 Town Farm Road 

Hallowell, Maine 04347 

 
To: Mayor George LaPointe, City Council Members, and City Manager Gary Lamb 

 

From: Larry Davis 

 

Subject: Celebrating Hallowell’s Italian American Heritage 

 

As you all know, Hallowell is called “The Granite City”.   This is due to the many Italian Immigrants, 

who came to work in the Hallowell granite quarries and sculpted magnificent statues, Roman columns, 

and many other beautiful granite pieces which were sold throughout America. They made Hallowell 

granite famous which built the Hallowell granite works into a significant industry for Hallowell and the 

State of Maine. 

 

In addition, these Italian Immigrants contributed greatly to the Hallowell community with their civic 

service by being City Councilors, Firemen, Policemen, Postal Workers, and Volunteers, as well as their 

excellent charity work through the Knights of Columbus. 

 

I propose Hallowell, like Portland, Maine, celebrate our Italian Heritage. Portland decorates the Italian 

section of Portland (India Street area)  with Italian flags on street lamps and City Hall, and they paint all 

the cross walks with the Italian tricolors. This is done to celebrate the Feast of Saint Rocco every August. 

We should do the same during the week of the Feast of Saint Rocco. 

I have discussed this with the descendants of our Hallowell Italian Immigrants and others, and they are 

very supportive of celebrating their Italian Heritage. 

 

If approved by the City, I will work to obtain funds to purchase the needed flags and paint for the 

crosswalks. I feel Hallowell’s Italian Heritage celebration could easily expand into a celebration of 

Italian food, wine and music much like what is done in Portland. 

 

Personally, I am the grandson of an Italian immigrant, Delfo Gaetano Lazzari who came to this country 

from Italy in 1908 through Ellis Island. Like many Americans who are descendants of Italians, I am 

extremely proud of my Italian Heritage. In 1991, I hosted the first Lazzari International Reunion here in 

Hallowell at the Maple Hill Farm. There I learned my Great Uncle, Giuseppe Tellera was a famous 

General in the Royal Italian Army in charge of the Italian 10
th

 Army during World War II. He was killed 

in the Battle of Beda Fomm by the British in 1941 in Italian Libya. He was the highest ranking Italian 

officer to be killed during World War II, and his bravery and heroism were much celebrated in Italy. In 

addition, my Tellera ancestors, who lived in Castiglione, Italy in 1859 helped Henry Dunant save the 

wounded from the horrific Battle of Solferino. The Tellera women nursed the wounded from both sides 

in the church across the street from their estate. This was the genesis of the International Red Cross 

started by Henry Dunant. 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Larry Davis 
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