Item 13a

CITY of HALLOWELL, MAINE

Web Site: http://hallowell.govoffice.com/

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12,2024 AT 6:00 PM

MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER:
In the absence of Mayor George Lapointe, Council President Michael Frett called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Mr.
Frett then reviewed the guidelines for the City Council and the public as they engage in diseussion.

2. COUNCILORS PRESENT:
Maureen AuCoin, Walter McKee, Kate Dufour, Michael Frett, Ryan Martin,\Danielle Obery & Patrick Wynne

Also present were the City Manager Gary Lamb, City Finance Director Dawna Myrick & City Clerk Lisa Gilliam; along
with several residents in attendance.

3. ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA:
Councilor Frett requested Item 15 on the Agenda, Continued Discussion for Use of ARPA Funds.

Motion by Councilor Wynne to remove Item 15 fromsthe Agenda; motion seconded by Councilor McKee. Motion carried
by unanimous vote 6-0.

4. COMMENTS/QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLICI.CONCERNING_ MATIERS NOT RELATED TO ITEMS ON
THE AGENDA BUT GERMANE TO CITY BUSINESS:

e Alex AuCoin, 15 Lincoln Street and representingithe/Hallowell Pride”Alliance: Thanked City Staff for assistance
with the Mardi Gras event.She also thanked the area organizations for their support with this event. Ms. AuCoin
said approximately $41,000 had been raised so, far for the area business affected by the December Flood Event.

e Karen Knox, 1 Middle Street; Thanked the City for the $25,000 match in funds to what will be raised. She said a
member of thedCounciliwould be asked to join the Vision Hallowell to discuss allocating the funds raised.

e  The meeting wasithen opened up to thoSesin attendancé on Zoom. The first person to speak immediately engaged
in hateful speech towards some members of thesCouncil and members of the Jewish community. He was removed
from,the Zoom megeting. Thedext persen to speak also engaged in hateful speech towards the Jewish community
and was removed from, the Zoom'ghat.

Motien by Ceuncilor Dufour to maye the remainder of Item #4 on the Agenda to Item 21A; motion seconded by Councilor
AuCoin. Moation carried by ‘a vote'of 6-0,_#Councilor Dufour went on to say that the “Zoom Bombings” were a test of
public service.

o Mallery Siddiguil,/Teacher at Hall-Dale High School: Expressed how upset she was for the high school students
who were present and heard the language during the Zoom bombing. She said the students were very excited to be
a part of tonight’s meeting and to speak before the City Council.

After a brief discussion on whether or not the meeting should progress, the Council agreed to continue with the meeting.

5. REPORT FROM THE HOUSING COMMITTEE:
Councilor AuCoin, who is also the Chair of the Housing Committee, gave a brief update on their recent meetings. She
spoke about the lack of affordable housing in Hallowell and said that it might be a good idea to update some of the existing
Ordinances. She said the Committee needs a reboot and maybe some new members would be helpful. Councilor AuCoin
also noted that State changes need to be implemented into City Ordinances as well. Discussion followed. Councilor Dufour
suggested turning this over to the Ordinance Rewrite Committee to review and update.

Motion by Councilor Martin to have the Ordinance Rewrite Committee review and update the Ordinances recommended by
the Housing Committee; motion seconded by Councilor McKee. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.
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Motion by Councilor Dufour to move Item 14 on the Agenda to be discussed next; motion seconded by Councilor AuCoin.
Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0

14. THIRD READING ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE SALE OF FLAVORED TOBACCO
PRODUCTS IN THE CITY OF HALLOWELL.:

Motion by Councilor McKee for the Council to approve the Ordinance Prohibiting the Sale of Flavored Tobacco Products in
the City of Hallowell, as amended to include Section 5-606 (Effective Date); motion seconded by Councilor AuCoin.
Discussion followed.

e Mallory Siddiquil, Teacher at Hall-Dale High School — Ms. Siddiquil said she was the Tobacco Prevention
Coordinator at the school and she appreciates the care shown by the City Council regarding this matter. She said
the approval of this Ordinance is for the well-being of the community.

e Hanna Boga, Student at Hall-Dale High School — Ms. Boga said she is in her Junior year and she spoke against the
use of flavored tobacco. She said that students of all ages are using vape and that'most are so addicted they are
unable to quite.

e Matteo H., Student at Hall-Dale High School — Matteo said he’s on the Youth Adyvisory Committee. He is in favor
of the ban and also spoke about flavored tobacco in the form of gum« He said‘the packaging is very misleading
and entices people, especially the younger generation, to purchase this addictive product.

Councilor Martin said the Council never set a date in reference to Section,5-606. A briefidiscussion followed. Motion by
Councilor Dufour to rely on the Ordinance procedure of approval/in 10_days; motion seeonded hy Councilor AuCoin.
Discussion continued.

Councilor McKee said these products are deceiving and illegal, for those undér the age of 21; it’s thewight thing to ban the
sale of these products. Councilors Obery and Martin both statedythey would notde voting in favor of the ban and that the
current State laws regarding these products should be enforced; Councilor Dufour remained in agreement with Councilors
Obery and Martin.

Councilor Frett called for a vote on the motionto approve the Third Readingyof the Proposed Ordinance Prohibiting the sale
of Flavored Tobacco. The vote was 3-3 with Councilors,Dufour, Martin andy,Obery opposed. Councilor Frett, who was
overseeing the meeting, was able to vote and break theitie. “He_expressedshis concern for the harm it brings to all users,
especially the youth. Councilor Frett voted in favoriof theiban.on tobacco, whigh broke the tie with a final vote of 4-3.

6. BUDGET UPDATE FROM/FINANCE'€COMMITTEE:
Councilor Dufour, who is the Chair.of the Finance Committeefgave a review of the budget and provided a summary of what
has been done so far. She saiddthe intent is to have the budgetifinalized in June. A brief discussion followed. No further
action was taken at this time.

7. OTHER BUSINESS:
a. Approval of an Event at'The'Res: The Hallowell,Backyard Games has requested the use of The Res to host the Scottish
Heawy Athleties=€ompetition on,Saturday, August 10, 2024 from 8am to 5pm.

Motion by Councilor AuCoin authorized.the Council to approve the request by the Hallowell Backyard Games to host
thexScottishyHeavy Athletics Competition at the Res on Saturday, August 10, 2024 from 8am to 5pm.; motion seconded
by Councilor Wynne. Discussion followed.

o Dave Mclntosh, resident of Hallowell — Mr. Mclntosh is the organizer and gave a review of what the Scottish
Games _entail. He'expects approximately 25 competitors; he will be promoting the event and would like to
have a food truck available for the spectators. Mr. Mclntosh said he would also providing insurance coverage
for the event!

Councilor Wynne expressed his excitement about this event coming to Hallowell. Motion to approve the Hallowell
Backyard Games carried by unanimous vote 6-0

b. Approval of an Event at Granite City Park: The River Studio & National Water Dance has requested the use of Granite
City Park for the National Water Dance on Saturday, April 20, 2024 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm.

Motion by Councilor McKee to approve the request by The River Studio & National Water Dance to use Granite City
Park for their event on Saturday, April 20, 2024 from 3pm to 5pm.; motion seconded by Councilor Obery.
e  Christine Little, a resident of Hallowell and organizer of this event — Ms. Little said this is a national event that
creates art through dance. Granite City Park will not be closed; the event will be taking place on the lawn by
the sculptures.
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Motion to approve the request was approved by unanimous vote 6-0.
c. Approval of the 2024 Hallowell Pride Parade to be held on Saturday, June 1, 2024.

Motion by Councilor AuCoin for the Council to approve the request from HPA for the 2024 Hallowell Pride Parade to
be held on June 1, 2024; motion seconded by Councilor McKee. Discussion followed. Motion to approve the
Hallowell Pride Parade was approved by a vote of 6-0.

d. Approval of Event at City Hall Auditorium: Comedy for a Cause, A Benefit for Hallowell. This fundraiser for
businesses affected by the flood is scheduled for Friday, February 23, 2024 from 5pm to 9pm and will be hosted by
Dennis Price d/b/a Capital City Improve. They are also seeking a catering license to serve alcohol for the event.

Motion by Councilor Wynne to approve the Comedy for a Cause Benefit for Hallowell te be held on Friday, February
23, 2024 in the City Hall Auditorium, this approval also includes a catered liquor license for the event; motion seconded
by Councilor AuCoin. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

8. PUBLIC HEARING AND APPROVAL OF A LIQUOR LICENSE AND VICTUALERS LICENSE FOR

INTERSTATE BOWLING CENTER & TOWN LINE SPORTS GRIlLL, LOCATED AT215 WHITTEN ROAD IN
HALLOWELL.:
Councilor McKee spoke about these types of items being authorized.at the discretion of the €ity Manager & the City Clerk;
he noted the time that could be saved if these were not approved by the”City Council. Motion by CGouncilor McKee to
authorize the City Manager & the City Clerk to approve ligénses that are currently approvedyby the»Council; motion
seconded by Councilor Obery. After a brief discussion, CauncilorsMcKee"withdrew the motionyand Councilor Obery
removed her second to the motion.

Motion by Councilor Wynne for the Council to approve a Liquor lkicense“and Victualers License request for Interstate
Bowling Center & Town Line Sports Grill which is lecated at 215 WhittensRoad in Hallowell; motion seconded by
Councilor McKee. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

9. DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION - TO AUTHORIZE THEJTAXNEOLLECTOR TO EXEMPT EXCISE
TAX UPON PROPER PRESENTATION OF VA RECORDS FOR THOSE THAT HAVE A 100% MILITARY
RELATED DISABLITY:

Dawna Myrick, who is the City’Finance Director, had'requested this item be added to the agenda. She said she had received
further direction from the State and that the'Council could disrégard this item. A brief discussion followed and the Council
was in agreement to droprthis item from the agenda.

10. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION FOR DEPARTMENTS ACCEPTING GIFTS AND/OR DONATIONS:
Dawna Myrick speke«on thisyitem. She=wanted clarification about receiving gifts/donations for items, for example the
account for heating assistance, forresidents of Hallewell#” A brief discussion followed. Motion by Councilor AuCoin for the
Ordinance’Review.Committee to fellow up,with their consideration on this item, motion seconded by Councilor Dufour.
Motiop/carrieds6-0.

Motiomby Councilor AuCoin'to at this timey votes to allow the City to accept donations for the residential heating account;
motion seeonded hy Councilor McKee. Motion carried 6-0.

11. DISCUSSIONSAND APPROVAL OF RHR SMITH & COMPANY TO BE HIRED AS THE CITY’S NEW
AUDITOR:
Motion by Councilor, Dufour'to have the Council approve RHR Smith & Company as the new Auditor for the City of
Hallowell; motion seconded by Councilor McKee. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

12. DISCUSSION WITH ACTION - REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF FY 2022/2023 AUDIT:
Motion by Councilor AuCoin to approve the budget for FY 2024 Council moves to approve the City of Hallowell’s Audit
for Fiscal Year 2023/2024; motion seconded by Councilor Wynne. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

13. DISCUSSION OF THE APPLICATION CRITERIA FOR THE HALLOWELL BUSINESS FLOOD ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM:
Councilor Wynne suggested the Council lower the amounts to $2,000 or divide the business and amounts available to make
it equal among all, but depending on the number of applications received. Discussion followed about the Business
Assistance Grant program.
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14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Motion by Councilor McKee to approve the Hallowell Business Flood Assistance Program and include #1 the Business
Assistance Grant Program; motion seconded by Councilor AuCoin. Councilor Wynne said he would vote against this
motion. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a vote of 5-1 with Councilor Wynne opposed.

Motion by Councilor McKee to approve the Hallowell Business Flood Assistance Program following #2 the Business Flood
Assistance Program but amending the amount to less than $25,000; motion seconded by Councilor AuCoin. Discussion
followed. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

Councilor Martin was concerned that not enough money was being allocated to assist the businesses. Discussion continued
regarding proof of expenditures being provided.

Motion by Councilor McKee to not include proof of expenditures with their Flood Assistance Applications; maotion
seconded by AuCoin. Discussion continued. Motion carried 6-0. Discussion about this item continued.

Motion by Councilor McKee to accept Flood Applications with proof of expenditufes; moation seconded by Councilor
Martin. Motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

THIRD READING ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE PROHIBITING FHE SALE OF FLAVORED TOBACCO
PRODUCTS IN THE CITY OF HALLOWELL.:
This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

CONTINUED DISCUSSION FOR USE OF ARPA FUNDS:
Removed from the agenda by a vote of 7-0. Reference Item #3 of the Minutes.

CONTINUED DISCUSSION OF THE MARIJUANA ORDINANCE;
Motion by Councilor McKee to remove this item from the agendajmotion seconded by Councilor Martin. Motion carried
by unanimous vote 6-0.

DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION = HALLOWEERL’S PUBLIC PROPERTY RENTAL FEE CHARGES:
The Council discussed the City Hall Auditorium and ‘Ceuncil Chamber rentalfees. sMotion by Councilor McKee to table
this discussion; motion seconded by Councilor Wynne. ‘Motion,carried 5-Tswith €euncilor Martin opposed.

The Council discussed insurance being required for'gventsyin GCPg#ThesRes’& Vaughan Field that involved activities like
the use of fire pits or having a.eatered liquer license for the event:

Motion by Councilor McKee tofcharge no fee at The Res; metion seconded by Councilor Obery. Discussion followed.
Motion failed by a voteyof 1-5'with Counciler,McKee in favor: Discussion continued. Motion by Councilor Martin to
charge a flat fee of $50 to reserve the'Res; motion seeendediby Councilor Obery. Discussion continued. Motion failed by a
vote of 2-3 with Councilors Martin and Obery.in favor.

The Council then_discussed Paradeyfees. Motion by Councilor McKee to charge $250 for a Parade; motion seconded by
Councilor Obery. Discussion followed. Motion withdrawn by Councilor McKee; Councilor Obery withdrew her second to
the motion. Discussion continued.

Motion by,Councilor McKee to direct the City Manager and the City Clerk to review the rental fees further and include this
discussion atithe March City Council Meeting; motion seconded by Councilor Dufour. Motion carried by a vote of 5-1 with
Councilor Martin opposed.,

CONSENT AGENDA:

a. City Council Meeting Minutes for: July 24, 2023; November 20, 2023; December 11, 2023.

b. Roll of Accounts for February 12, 2024.

c. Department/Office Reports: Treasurer, Public Works, Police Department, Fire Department.
Motion by Councilor Dufour for the Council to approve the consent agenda as presented; motion seconded by Councilor
AuCoin. Motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT FOR FEBRUARY 12, 2024 CITY COUNCIL MEETING:
City Manager Gary Lamb reviewed his report with the Council, touching on the highlights for the month of February.
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20. CONSENT AGENDA — PRESENTATION OF COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER COMMITTEE
REPORTS:

Age Friendly Committee

Arts & Cultural Committee

Conservation Commission

Historic Hallowell Committee

Kennebec River Rail Trail

Tree Board

Motion by Councilor Dufour for the Council to approve the consent agenda as presented; motion seconded by

Councilor Wynne. Motion carried by unanimous vote 6-0.

ho o0 OTCW

21. MAYOR’S REPORT/APPOINTMENTS:
a. Appointments:

- Harbormaster — Kara Walker
- Hallowell Water District — Keith Taylor (2027)
- Cameron Dufty — HCC (2029)
- Romaine Turyn — All Age Friendly Committee
- Jacqui Clark — All Age Friendly Committee
- Karen Tucker, All Age Friendly Committee

Motion by Councilor McKee to approve all of the Mayor’s Appointments; motion seconded,by Councilor Dufour.

Motion carried by a vote of 6-0. It was noted that Kara Walker will be the 1% female Harbormaster for the City.

21A. CONTINUED 4. PUBLIC COMMENT OPENED BACK URsFOR COMMENTS/QUESTIONS NOT
RELATED TO ITEMS ON THE AGENDA:
Councilor Frett opened up the Public €emment portion of the meeting again, hearing none, this agenda item
was closed.

22. ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn by Councilor McKee; seconded by CouncilorObery. Motionrcarried by unanimous vote 6-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:43 p.m;

Respectfully submitted by,
Lisa J. Gilliam, City-Clerk
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