Item 18d

Hallowell Tree Board
Minutes

May 14, 2024

The meeting began at 6:30. There were no comments on the minutes from the previous
meeting and there was nothing to update from the Recreation Commission.

Work continues at Granite City Park (GCP). Volunteers have been removing silt from the
crushed rock path. When it has been removed, Hallowell Public Works (HPW) will add new
crushed stone. It was suggested that might be a good time to extend the path, as the plan is
for the whole walk to be improved. HPW will also implement the erosion control plan in
May and/or June. The plan calls for extending and deepening the diversion ditch between
the top of the hill and the Rail Trail, and placing large rocks on the hillside where the water
will be redirected, to prevent erosion. Sylvie Caron (apologies for spelling has applied for
and received a grant from AARP for a picnic table and a bike rack for the park. Apparently
the table that was there washed away in the last flood. The Knotweed in the park is almost
ready for cutting. We will coordinate with the Conservation Commission to gather
volunteers.

The final paperwork for the Project Canopy Grant is due June 1st. Wes is gathering the
documentation. Ellen Gibson and other board members are building the kiosk. The mortis
and tenon construction is a lot of work but the frame should be ready by May 30th. We still
need to procure roofing material and find a suitably strong method for anchoring the kiosk
to the ground. John Joseph was not present to detail progress on the information portion of
the project. We did discuss how the signs could be attached to the framework.

Arbor Week is the third week of May and the State Celebration is May 23rd. Wes Davis and
John Damren will attend. The mayor and the City Manager attended last year. Wes said he
will contact them. The Tree Board will commemorate by planting two trees at the entrance
to the Res. Wes looked for Black Willows but had to settle for two Red Maples. They are
1% to 2" caliper and should cost between $500 and $600. That cost will come from our
budget.

Old Hallowell Day is coming, and we will, once again, participate. Ellen will ask Jen Paisley
to decorate the float, and Wes will register it with the parade organizers. We would like to
hand out 500 seedlings this year. Ellen thought last year’s vendor did not do a good job, so
she is going to look at other vendors.

Our next meeting is scheduled for June 11, 2024.





