
 

 

 

 

Property Committee Meeting 

July 9, 2020 

 

 

 Present:  Councilor Michael V. Frett ( Chair); Councilor Diano Circo;  

   Councilor Maureen AuCoin; City Manager, NateRudy;  

   Public Works Manager, Chris Buck; Hallowell Conservation 

   Commission Chairperson, Rosemary Presnar; 

   Hallowell Arts and Cultural Committee Chairperson, Deb  

   Fahey; Jane Radcliffe; Ron Kley 

 

 Agenda: 

 
  Item #1. 
  The committee entertained a request from Deb Fahey, Chairperson, on  

  behalf of a request from the Hallowell Arts and Cultural Committee, to use  

  City-owned granite for it's 2021 Hallowell Sculpture Symposium. The  

  future event will have various Maine sculptors, use the granite to carve  

  between 12-20 pieces of art, representative of Hallowell's past, which can  

  then be selectively placed throughout the City. Chris Buck suggested there  

  is enough granite to meet the request. Use of the available granite was  

  deemed to be a notable cost savings. The Symposium is expected to take  

  place in the fall of 2021. The Property Committee, voted unanimously to  

  recommend that the council grant this request. 
 

  Item #2: 
  The committee next, considered the City Manager's request for support of  

  his recommendation to the council, that the City underwrite an RFP for  

  paving the Central Street Parking lot using a combination of TIF and bond  

  funds. The committee was fully aware of the history behind the lot's   

  development, and appreciated the efficacy of its being completed. By  

  unanimous vote, the committee recommends that remaining bond money,  

  together with the appropriate amount of TIF funds, be used to pave the  

  Central Street Parking Lot. It is understood that a base layer covering would 

  be put down in this fall, followed by a final top covering in the Spring. 
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  Item #3: 
  This last item was a review of the City Manager's proposed RFP for the  

  Second Street Fire Station (2SFS). Committee members and the City   

  Manager undertook an exhaustive, painstaking and thorough, line-by-line  

  examination of the proposed RFP language, as measured against suggested  

  wording presented by Councilor AuCoin. This was in effect, a follow-up on 

  a preliminary presentation of the document, made at the Committee's 

   June 4, 2020 meeting. Each section of the document was discussed for  

  clarity of purpose and appropriateness of meaning, before proceeding to the 

  next. Any discussion for recommended change, was thoroughly considered  

  and unanimously resolved. Various items and or sections of the document,  

  were made more clear, as needed, or became uniformly understood. In the  

  end, an RFP was constructed which, in the Committee's belief, comports  

  well with both the wishes and intent of the Council. We look forward to its  

  publication. 

 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

  Michael V. Frett 

 

 

   



 

 

 

Special Property Committee Meeting 

July 29, 2020 

 

 

 Present: Councilor Michael V. Frett (Chair); Councilor Maureen    

   AuCoin; Councilor Diano Circo; City Manager, Nate Rudy;   

   Rosemary Presnar, (Chair) Hallowell Conservation    

   Commission; Deb Fahey,(Secretary) Vision Hallowell; John   

   Bastey, (Rep.) Hallowell All-Age Friendly Committee 
 

 Item #1:  Deb Fahey presented a follow-up on a Vision Hallowell idea for a  

   Pocket Park, to be located on the NW corner of Water and Central  

   Streets. The group believes that such a park could be constructed  

   using TIF money. Deb presented two preliminary design   

   concepts for the park. The group, she said, prefers concept #B.   

   Further, the group would like to install a mock-up of the proposed  

   park (called Tactical Urbanism), so that citizens would have a visual  

   idea of how a park might look on the proposed site. Councilors Circo, 

   AuCoin and myself, are each supportive of the concept noting the  

   City's downtown business area has a lack of green space. Councilor  

   AuCoin believes the idea could be supported through    

   the TIF program. John Bastey said the HAAFC is supportive of the  

   idea, as it would provide a place for downtown shoppers to pause for  

   a rest, while shopping. City Manager Rudy believes the addition of  

   trees would provide a green space canopy. He said further, that some  

   Brownfield funds might be available for laying out the park, and he'd 

   ask MainEx for a paving estimate for the Central Street parking lot,  

   including the area for the proposed park. In addition to the possible  

   use of TIF funds, he said some bond money may also be available for 

   the project. Rosemary Presnar's chief concern was that any finalizing 

   of the parking lot, take into consideration the need of avoiding   

   drainage run-off, that might then flood the pocket park area.   
   The Committee voted unanimously to support plan #B of Vision  

   Hallowell's proposed Pocket Park, and the group's temporary use of  

   that space for a mock-up of what a park might look like at that   

   location. 

 



 

 

 

 Item #2: Deb Fahey, as Chair of the Hallowell Arts And Cultural Committee,  

   sought support of her Committee's request, that the John Doody  

   sturgeon sculpture be placed on a hillside portion of Granite City  

   Park, between Water Street and the pathway leading from the park's  

   parking lot, up to the parking area for the Rail-Trail, as depicted in an 

   artist's sketch. The Committee voted unanimously to support this  

   request before the Council. 
 

 Item #3: The Committee's final order of business was the receipt of the City  

   Manager's proposed RFP for the Second Street Fire Station. The  

   committee gave the document a cursory review, and concluded that a 

   Special Meeting would be scheduled for a more in-depth examination 

   of the document. 
 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Michael V. Frett 


