Item 5

To: Hallowell City Councilors At Large — George Lapointe, Maureen Aucoin
From: Hallowell Conservation Commission and Vision Hallowell

Date: November 21, 2019

Subject: Hallowell Public Boat Landing Redesign — Public Information Session

Dear Councilors At Large Lapointe and Aucoin,

The Hallowell Conservation Commission (HCC) and Vision Hallowell request your assistance in proposing a
motion to the Hallowell City Council at the December Council meeting to contact the State of Maine Department
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry (ACF), Bureau of Parks and Lands, to schedule a public information
session in Hallowell in regards to the Phase 2 public boat launch design dated 4/29/2017. Since its June 2019
meeting, where the Planning Board voted to waive public hearing and site visit options for the project, there has
been no meaningful way for the public to learn about the design proposal and provide comments. Since the
Board’s decisions, there has been significant public interest in the proposal. The HCC and Vision Hallowell
believe that a public meeting with the developer at this time would help people learn what is intended first hand
and provide an opportunity for public comments to influence site design and management decisions.

Resident’s Concerns:
a) Large Boat Facility in a Small Boat City
Many Hallowell residents believe that a small boat facility that would accommodate small boats and carry-in
watercraft (canoes, kayaks, rafts) would be more suitable for our community. There are four existing boat
launch sites with access to the Kennebec River (Augusta, Gardiner, Richmond, and Bowdoinham on the
Cathance) that are all suitable for modern, larger trailered rigs AND are not located on their main downtown
streets.
b) Safety Concern and Loss of Green Space
.The Phase 2 design requires significantly more paved space needed for larger rigs in an already relatively small
launch area. Water Street is the main street through Hallowell. Cars or trucks trailering larger rigs waiting to
launch could obstruct traffic and might have to park in the multi-use/bike lane on the Water Street entrance.
Many in the community are also questioning the loss of green, open park space; an increase in possible runoff;
and, the impact of increased paved area at this location.
¢) Inadequate Input from a Downtown focused Community
A public input session was not held on this subject. Who uses the boat launch now and who will use it in the
future? These are the types of questions that would be asked and answered at a public session. Many residents
believe that changes to allow 12’ x 50’ parking spaces for larger trailered rigs in the downtown district would
detrimentally change the look, feel, and character of the southern end of town. And we would have to live with
this for the next 30-40 years.
d) Virtual Elimination of Non-Boat Usage
Approximately 50% of the current green space at the Hallowell public boat launch will be eliminated in the
Phase 2 design. The green space area at the boat ramp is used by families picnicking on blankets, Tai Chi classes,
and people who have walked Water Street or the Rail Trail and want to sit, rest, and enjoy the river on the south
end of town. The boat ramp area IS the park of choice for many seniors and disabled residents of the Cotton Mill
Apartments because they cannot walk to Granite City Park.

Thank you in advance for your support,
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Rosemary L. Presnar /" Jamie Houghton
Hallowell Conservation Commission “ Vision Hallowell

cc: Nate Rudy



