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Liquor Licenses Application Protocols 

Proposed by the Personnel & Policy Committee (8/18/2016) 

 

 A completed application shall be presented to the Council, along with recommendations 

from the police chief, fire chief and code enforcement officer to either (1) recommend 

approval of application, without comment; (2) recommend approval of application, with 

comment; or (3) recommend denial of application, with comment. 

 

 A properly noticed public hearing shall be conducted for all new and transfer of location 

liquor license applications and held at a regularly scheduled Council meeting occurring 

within 60 days of the filing of the application. At staff’s recommendations, the Council 

shall conduct a public hearing on a renewal application. The city clerk is authorized to 

approve renewal applications based upon internal approval from the police chief, fire 

chief and the code enforcement officer. 

 

 At the same meeting that the hearing is held, the Council will vote on the application. If 

the application is denied, the municipal officers must site one or more of the following 

reasons (per MRSA, Title 28-A, §653, sub-§2): 

o Conviction of the applicant of any Class A, Class B or Class C crime; 

o Noncompliance of the licensed premises or its use with any local zoning ordinance or 

other land use ordinance not directly related to liquor control; 

o Conditions of record such as waste disposal violations, health or safety violations or 

repeated parking or traffic violations on or in the vicinity of the licensed premises and 

caused by persons patronizing or employed by the licensed premises or other such 

conditions caused by persons patronizing or employed by the licensed premises that 

unreasonably disturb, interfere with or affect the ability of persons or businesses 

residing or located in the vicinity of the licensed premises to use their property in a 

reasonable manner; 

o Repeated incidents of record of breaches of the peace, disorderly conduct, vandalism 

or other violations of law on or in the vicinity of the licensed premises and caused by 

persons patronizing or employed by the licensed premises; 

o Documented violation of any provision of state liquor licensing laws; 

o A determination by the municipal officers that the purpose of the application is to 

circumvent the provisions of section general state liquor licensing laws; and 

o Server training, in a program certified by the bureau and required by local ordinance, 

has not been completed by individuals who serve alcoholic beverages. 

 

 Within five business days of the hearing the City Clerk shall inform the applicant and the 

State Bureau of Liquor Enforcement of the Council’s decision. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted September 12, 2016 


