Item 12¢

Protection Committee Report
November 6, 2019

Meeting: October 17, 2019, City Hall

In Attendance: Councilor Diano Circo (Committee Chair), Councilor Patrick Wynne (Committee
Member), Police Chief Nason, Police Sargent Gaudet

Water Street 15 Minute Parking

City ordinance (Section 4-406, 2. D.) outlines that there are to be four 15-minute spaces on the west side
of Water Street between Union Street and Central Street. The Committee discussed that the
realignment of Water Street caused there to be only four spaces available in this area and whether
limiting all fours spaces to 15-minutes still made sense given the current and potential future mix of
businesses in that area. The Committee discussed several alternative locations for 15-minute parking to
better distribute spaces for short term use including moving one space to Union Street or placing two on
the opposite site of Water Street to allow the same opportunity for short term parking for those
traveling north or visiting businesses on the east side of Water Street. The Committee supported a
potential change that would keep two 15-minute spaces on the west side of Water Street between
Union and Central and move two to the east side at the corner of Warf Street. The Police Department
agreed to discuss a possible change with Water Street businesses and the Board of Trade to get
feedback on the proposal.

Bow Hunting

The Committee continued a discussion about bow hunting east of the interstate and hunting issues at
the Res. The Committee received suggestions about modifications to the City Ordinances which would
eliminate some discrepancies about what is allowed at the Res and clarify the process for notifying the
Police Department before bow hunting. The Chair agreed to work with the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife to update information on their website so that it was clear bow hunters need to
receive permission from Police Department before hunting east of the interstate (per City ordinance).
The Police Department agreed to work on getting a sign posted at the Res to notify users that hunting is
allowed there.

Pleasant Street School Bus Stop
The Committee discussed a recent complaint about cars passing around school buses when stopped to
pick up students at Winthrop Street and Pleasant Street.

Police Department Appearance Policy

The Police Chief is seeking input into possible changes to the Police Department’s appearance policy.
Some officers have requested the ability to have a well-groomed beard. Current policy only allows for a
well-groomed mustache. Most departments do not allow beards, but several are experimenting with
allowing it. The Chief would appreciate feedback from the Council.



Next Committee Meetings (Generally the third Thursday of each month)

e Regular Monthly Committee Meeting, November 21%, Granite Hill Estates Conference Room,
5:30pm
e Regular Monthly Committee Meeting, December 19", City Council Chamber, 6pm



